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Roy Burnyila

Born: 1955

Language: Ganalbingu 

Born in the bush on the mainland opposite Milingimbi, a prolific and very collectible painter, Roy Burnyila depicts the traditional subject matter of his group, the Ganalbingu people. Roy’s style is distinctive as his palette tends toward light yellow and whites which are offset by the black he puts in the cross-hatching. His cross-hatching is different in that it is 'old fashioned' single colour line cross-hatching as against the more familiar grouping of lines by colour. Here lines of the same colour are laid down in fours, fives, or more before going onto the next colour. Although artists are instructed by master painters, the number of lines of each colour and the angling of their intersection in their work is like the signature of each artist. 

As a dancer, Burnyila has travelled with the David Gulpilil Dance Group and other groups both internationally and throughout south eastern Australia. In 1985, he lived with the Aboriginal community in Campbelltown, NSW, as an Artist-in-Residence. In 1986 he exhibited with older painter Tom Djumburpur at the Anima Gallery, Adelaide - Roy Burnyila - Tom Djumburpur.

In 1988 the artists of Ramingining and related communities made “The Aboriginal Memorial”. This installation was exhibited at the Biennial of Sydney - Beneath the Southern Cross and included several of Roy's poles. Later in the year the collection was placed in the National Gallery of Australia where it is permanently on display. Roy, with fellow artists David Malangi and George Milpurrurru, travelled to Canberra to sing and consecrate “The Aboriginal Memorial” into place.

Burnyila’s work was included in the “Art from the Arafura Swamp” at the Araluen Centre, Alice Springs in 1991. This fresh-water swamp is a unique area and was listed on the National Heritage Estate by the Commonwealth Government of Australia in 1994. The Arafura Swamp comprises over 200 square miles of large fresh-water-holes and marsh land teeming with animal, bird, fish and insect life which Burnyila depicts in his art.   
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Corporation, Fremantle Arts Centre, Western Australia

2004, 
Ramingining Artists, Tandanya, National Aboriginal Cultural Institute, Adelaide

2005, 
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